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Abstract: The end of the extensive Japanese missions to Sui and Tang China in the
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through the early nineteenth centuries. Readers are encouraged to offer corrections
and/or additions.
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Sino-Japanese Shipping Connections as Reported in Chinese and Japanese Sources
Joshua A. Fogel

As an appendix to his interesting book on the history of the Japanese missions to
Tang China (J. ken-To shi & /Ef¥), Ken-Té shi zenkokai 18 i 2= #F (Sea crossings of
the Japanese embassies to [Tang] China) (Tokyo: Soshisha, 2006), Ueda Takeshi |- FH
(b. 1931) included a brief listing of the signal Sino-Japanese maritime affairs from the
second half of the ninth century through the early nineteenth—namely, the millennium
following the last of the ken-76 shi voyages. These include events for which the month
and year can be confirmed, and the months have been converted to the calendar months
as presently used. Sources follow in parentheses.

Interested readers are encouraged to send any corrections or emendations to me:
fogel@yorku.ca.

Japan-to-China

842 (Showa 9), October: Leaving from Chikanoshima {g 5z &, the vessel carrying [monk]
Eun 75 [798-859] arrives in China. (Shoku Nihongi %8 H A40)

851 (Ninju 1), September: Leaving from Chikanoshima, the vessel carrying [monk]
Enchin [E[E [814-891] arrives in China. (Genko shakusho JTFFEE)

862 (Jogan 4), October: Leaving from Chikanoshima, the vessel carrying Prince Takaoka
ST [799-865] arrives in China. (Zuda shinné nit-To ryakki JEFEFR T A FERSLE)

983 (Eikan 1), September: The vessel carrying [monk] Chonen & 4R [938-1016] to Song
China reaches land at Taizhou &)1, Zhejiang. (Chengsuan fashi ji R EEENED)

988 (Eien 1), March: The vessel carrying monk Kain 3z [A| reaches China aboard Chinese
merchant Zheng Rende’s E{{"1% vessel. (Nihon kiryaku HZARLCHE; Fuso ryakuki 3
FHEED)

1003 (Choho 3), October: The vessel carrying [monk] Jakusho %7H& [962-1034] arrives
in Mingzhou B M. (Rekidai koki FEAX24C; Fuso ryakuki)

1015 (Chowa 4), September: The vessel carrying [monk] Nengu &3 reaches Song
China. (Mido kanpaku nikki S8 5 H 0, Ouki [Shoyiki] /NEED)

1072 (Enkyt 4), April: The Song merchant vessel carrying [monk] Jojin f= [1011-
1081] leaves from Kabeshima ©[#E;, Hizen AT domain and reaches Mingzhou.
(Fuso ryakuki)

1168 (Ninnan 3), June: [Monk] Eisai 2575 [1141-1215] reaches Mingzhou. (Gd-Zen
gokoku ron BLTHZE R 5m, preface)

1199 (Shoji 1), May: The vessel carrying [monk] Shunjo {75 [1166-1227] leaves
Hakata f#2% and reaches China. (Sennyiiji Fukaki hoshi den 52~ v] 22 LEMi{EH)

1223 (J60 2), May: The vessel carrying [monks] Myozen HH4: [1184-1225] and Dogen
#H 7T [1200-1253] leaves Hakata and reaches Mingzhou. (Jideng Iu %215 5%)

1235 (Katei 1), May: The vessel carrying [monks] Ben’en ¥#[8] [1202-1280] and Eison
25 [1195-1273] leaves Hirado = and reaches Mingzhou. (Sho ikkoku shi nenpu
B — BRIl
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1249 (Kenchd 1), May: The vessel carrying [monk] Kakushin &0 [1207-1298] leaves
Hakata and reaches China. (Shoho kaisen hoto Enmyo kokushi gyojitsu nenpu &5
VARG EIHAR AT T E 5l

1292 (Shood 5), July: Three of four Japanese trading vessels headed to trade in Yuan
China are shipwrecked, one reaching Mingzhou. (Yuan shi JT52)

1306 (Tokuji 1), June: Japanese merchant Yikei 75 arrives at Qingyuan BT
(Mingzhou). (Yuan shi)

1326 (Karyaku 1), August: The monk Zuiké #7881 and some forty others set off for Yuan
China. (Yuan shi)

1342 (Koei 1), November: [Monk] Shokai Ryoken 45 %s H, [1315-1396] leaves for
China and arrives at Qingyuan aboard a vessel owned by [the Buddhist temple,]
Tenrytji KFESF. (Shokai osho gyojitsu TE/GFIETTE)

1376 (Eiwa 2), May: Prince Kaneyoshi {3 F#{+ [1329-1383] and monk Monkei S
are dispatched to Ming China. (Honcho koso den A= {4 {#)

1404 (Oei 11), September: Delegation from Ming China return home together with a
Japanese embassy sent to the Ming. (Ming shi HH52)

1405 (Oei 12), December: Delegation from Ming China return home together with a
Japanese embassy sent to the Ming. (Ming shi)

1408 (Oei 15), June: Japanese embassy is sent to the Ming. (Zenrin kokuho ki Z=4[HE
0)

1453 (Kyotoku 2), April: Japanese embassy is sent to the Ming, departing Gotd 7./ and
arriving Ningbo 27 in May. (Inbo nit-To ki 71375 AJEEL)

1468 (Onin 2), June: Japanese embassy sent to the Ming arrives at Ningbo. (Boshi nyii-
Min ki [ ANHARD)

1523 (Daiei 3), June: A delegation vessel (Hosokawa #fiJI[ ship) arrives in Ningbo;
Ningbo disturbance. (Nanbei kiko FIE41%)

1539 (Tenmon 8), May: Japanese embassy sent to the Ming leaves from Gotd and arrives
at Ningbo. (Sakugen nit-To ki TR= AJFED)

1544 (Tenmon 13), May: A vessel from Tanegashima f& -5 reaches Ming China.
(Tanegashima kafu F&T- 5525, Ming shi)

1547 (Tenmon 16), June: Japanese embassy sent to the Ming sets out from Gotd and
arrives at the Zhoushan Archipelago £+ E. (Da Ming pu KHAEE

1557 (Koji 3), November: Otomo Yoshishige K A& F5$H [Sorin 52, 1530-1587] sends
[monk] Zenmyd 3%%) and others to Ming China and repatriates Wang Zhi +F. [d.
1559]. (Ming shi)

1600 (Keichd 5), September: Satsuma pEfE sends an embassy ship to Ming China,
leaving from Bonotsu 5. (Nankoku shiwa Fg |52 EE)

1726 (Kyoho 11), March: Confucianist Zhu Peizhang Z{fflE returns to Qing China, and
in June Zhu Laizhang 22K & does as well. (Nagasaki shi &)

1727 (Kyoho 12), July: Doctor Zhou Qilai fHI4E returns to Qing China. (Nagasaki
Jitsuroku taisei F1EE $% K K)
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1729 (Kyohd 14), September: Doctor Zhao Songyang A5 returns to Qing China.
(Nagasaki jitsuroku taisei)

1731 (Kyoho 16), May: Equestrian doctor Liu Jingguang Z[4%5%: returns to Qing China.
(Nagasaki jitsuroku taisei)

1731 (Kyoho 16), November: Equestrian Shen Dacheng i K f¥ returns to Qing China.
(Nagasaki jitsuroku taisei)

1781 (Tenmei 1), May: Merchants shipwrecked at Satsuma aboard a Chinese vessel
headed home are repatriated. (Nagasaki jitsuroku taiser)

China-to-Japan

841 (Showa 8), January: Emissary of [merchant] Zhang Baogao 5EE = [d. 846] arrives
in Japan. (Shoku Nihongi)

844 (Showa 11), January: Aboard a vessel owned by Chang Kongjling 557\ of Silla ¥t
i, [monks] Ninko {—#F and Junsho JIHE,, among others, return to Japan. (Shoku
Nihongi)

847 (Showa 14), July: Aboard a vessel owned by Zhang Zhixin 5837 {Z of Tang China,
[monks] Eun, Ninko, and Egaku 2%, among others return to Japan. (Shoku Nihongi)

847 (Showa 14), October: Aboard a vessel owned by Kim Chin ¥ of Silla, [monks]
Ennin [E]{~. [793/4-864] and others return home to Japan. (Nit-To guhé junrei koki A
ERIAKAGTTED)

849 (Kajo 2), August: Chinese merchant(s) arrive(s) in Japan. (Shoku Nihongi)

852 (Ninju 2), October: Chinese merchant Qin Lianghui $XFEHEH arrives in Japan.
(Zhizheng dashi zhuan 58 KEN{H)

858 (Tennan 2), August: Aboard a vessel owned by Chinese merchant Li Yanxiao Z=JE
2% [d. 877], Enchin returns home to Japan. (Genko shakusho)

862 (Jogan 4), August: A vessel owned by Chinese merchant Li Yanxiao arrives in Japan.
(Nihon sandai jitsuroku H AR =E %)

863 (Jogan 5), May: A vessel carrying Prince Takaoka returns to Japan; monk Egaku
who had been studying in China returns home to Japan. (Zuda shinné nit-T6 ryakki)

865 (Jogan 7), July: A vessel owned by Chinese merchant Li Yanxiao arrives in Japan;
[monks] Shiiei (or Shuei) 5Z&V [809-884] and others return home to Japan. (Nikon
sandai jitsuroku)

866 (Jogan 8), October: Chinese merchants Zhang Yan 558 and others arrive in Japan.
(Nihon sandai jitsuroku)

874 (Jogan 16), July: Chinese merchant Cui Ji &% arrives in Japan. (Nihon sandai

Jitsuroku)

876 (Jogan 18), August: Chinese merchant Yang Qing #5% arrives in Japan. (Nihon
sandai jitsuroku)

877 (Genkei 1), August: Chinese merchant Cui Duo ££§# arrives in Japan. (Nihon sandai
Jitsuroku)

893 (Kanpyd 5), April: Chinese merchants Wang Ne Tz arrives in Japan, bringing the
writings of [monk] Chiikan 13 who was in China. (Kanke bunso & 25 X E)
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894 (Kanpy®d 6), June: Chinese visitors come to Japan. (Nihon kiryaku)

945 (Tengyo 8), September: A merchant from Wuyue =i arrives at Kashiwajima A 5
in the domain of Matsuura f2J# (or Matsura) at Hizen. (Honché seiki ZSETH40)

986 (Kanna 2), August: Merchant Zheng Rende from Song China arrives in Japan.
(Nihon kiryaku; Fuso ryakuki)

995 (Chotoku 1), October: Merchants Zhu Rencong 4%{—H& and others from Song China
arrive at Wakasa 754, (Nihon kiryaku)

1015 (Chowa 4), June: Chinese merchant Zhou Wende &7 {& arrives in Japan;
[Japanese] monk Nengu returns home after studying in Song China. (Ouki [Shoyiiki])

1028 (Chogen 1), September: Chinese merchant arrives at Tsushima ¥} .

1028 (Chogen 1), October: A merchant from Fuzhou $¥EJ arrives in Japan. (Ouki
[Shoyiiki])

1037 (Choryaku 1), June: Chinese merchant Mu Yancheng %:Z:5 shipwrecked.
(Hyakuren sho 3 §f))

1044 (Kantoku 1), August: Chinese merchant Zhang Shoulong 5E5F[% shipwrecked at
Tajima {E.55. (Hyakuren sho)

1060 (Kohei 3), September: Chinese merchants Lin Yang #£% and others shipwrecked at
Echizen #%q1. (Hyakuren sho; Fuso ryakuki)

1066 (Jiryaku 2), June: Chinese merchant Wang Man )i arrives in Japan. (Hyakuren
sho; Fuso ryakuki)

1073 (Enkyu 5), July: [Monks] Raien $§%% among others return home to Japan aboard a
vessel owned by Chinese merchant Sun Zhong f4E. (San Tendai Godai san ki 227K
=27 2ZE)

1080 (Shoryaku 4), August: Chinese merchant arrives in Japan. (Fuso ryakuki)

1168 (Ninnan 3), October: [Monks] Eisai and Chogen E2J7 [1121-1206] return home to
Japan. (Go-Zen gokoku ron)

1211 (Kenryaku 1), March: [Monk] Shunjo returns home to Japan. (Sennyiji Fukaki
hoshi den)

1238 (Ryakunin 1), July: [Monk] Eison returns home to Japan. (Eison oshd nenpu Z5EL
RO r s

1241 (Ninji 2), June: [Monk] Ben’en returns home to Japan. (Sho ikkoku shi nenpu)

1254 (Kenchd 6), June: [Monk] Kakushin returns home to Japan. (Shoho kaisen hoto
Enmyo kokushi gyojitsu nenpu)

1279 (Kodan 2), July: [Monk] Wuxue Zuyuan f£E¢H 5T (J. Mugaku Sogen) [1226-1286]
arrives in Japan. (Foguang guoshi nianpu (G ERAE)

1326 (Karyaku 1), July: Yuan-era monk Qingzhuo Zhengcheng ;5 [F/& [1274-1339]
arrives in Japan. (Honcho koso den)

1329 (Gentoku 1), July: Monk Mingji Chujun BEfix4E{Z [1262-1336] arrives in Japan.
(Zhuxian Fanyu yulu “={8FIZESF)

1345 (Jowa 1), June: [Monks] Yiizan Shisai /Z[[|4-{® [1301-1370] and Shisan Myozai
[ LU AE [1296-1377] return home to Japan. (Yizan osho den 72 [ LIF1 5 {5)
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1350 (Kan’0 1), April: [Monks] Ryiizan Tokken FgLL/{%E i, [1284-1358] and Mubo Issei

s

#E2S—E [1294-1368] return home to Japan aboard a Yuan merchant vessel.
(Entairyaku [EKJE)

1351 (Kan’d 2), April: [Monk] Gucht Shukya &1 Kz [1323-1409] sets off from
Qingyuan (Mingzhou) and arrives in Hakata. (Datong Chanshi yulu RIFBFHENZESE)

1368 (Oan 1), December: With the founding of the new dynasty, a delegation from the
Ming arrives in Japan. (Huang Ming zizhi tongji 2 EE HB4C)

1369 (Oan 2), April: The Hongwu Emperor 3ti77 of the Ming [1326-1398; r. 1368-
1398] sends a mission to Japan. (Ming shi)

1370 (Oan 3), April: Ming embassy under Zhao Zhi #4f%, vice-magistrate of Laizhou #&
JI, arrives in Japan (Ming shi)

1373 (Oan 6), June: Ming emissaries Zhongxian Zuchan {fj§tH [ and Wuyi Kele fiti%
o &) arrive in Japan. (Zenrin kokuho ki)

1406 (Oan 13), June: Ming emissary arrives in Japan; Japanese mission to Ming China
returns home. (Zenrin kokuho ki)

1419 (Oan 26), July: Ming emissary Lii Yuan [} makes a return visit to Japan. (Zenrin
kokuho ki)

1454 (Kyotoku 3), July: Mission vessel to Ming China returns home, departing from
Ningbo and arriving at Nagato 5. (Inbé nit-T6 ki)

1469 (Bunmei 1), June: Mission vessel to Ming China returns home; [monks] Sesshu =&
[1420-1506] and others return home to Japan. (Daijdin jisha zojiki RKIEFE 5115k
%30)

1486 (Bunmei 18), January: Mission to Ming China returns home, arriving back at Gotd.
(Kb AEERD)

1513 (Eisho 10), July: Emissary to the Ming, Rydan Keigo | fEfElE [142501514],
returns home. (Ryo6an’s preface to Yuyao Wang Shouren song 88Uk T ~F{—3%)

1541 (Tenmon 10), July: Embassy vessel to Ming China returns to Gotd. (Sakugen nit-To
ki)

1541 (Tenmon 10), August: Chinese vessel arrives at Bungo 7%, (“Sorin seimu narabi
ni Tosen tokai no koto” SEREEES H-FEMYE B =5, in Ho-Satsu gunki S EE D)

1543 (Tenmon 12), September: Ming vessel arrives at Bungo. (Ho-Satsu gunki)

1545 (Tenmon 14), July: The vessel from Tanegashima returns home. (Tanegashima kafu)

1575 (Tenshd 3), May: Ming vessel comes to Bungo. (Otomo ke ki KX F0)

1609 (Keicho 14), August: Ten Ming vessels arrive at Bonotsu, Satsuma. (Ikoku nikki F2
HED)

1612 (Keichd 17), August: A Ming vessel arrives at Nagasaki; Zheng Zhilong &= §E
[1604-1661] arrives in Japan. (Sunpu ki BZJFE0)

1613 (Keicho 18), July: A Ming vessel arrives at Nagasaki. (Sunpu ki)

1646 (Shoho 3), February: Ming Coimmission-in-Chief Cui Zhi &= dispatches Lin Gao
5 and others to Japan. (Sunpu ki)

1646 (Shoho 3), September: Surviving official of the Ming, Zheng Zhilong sends men to
Satsuma to request reinforcements. (Ka-i hentai £ FE555E)

71



Sino-Japanese Studies http://chinajapan.org/articles/20/4

1647 (Shoho 4), March: Surviving official of the Ming, Zhou Hezhi H#E= dispatches a
mission to Satsuma to request reinforcements. (Haiwai tongku ji /&5 ME#sE0)

1647 (Shoho 4), April: Surviving official of the Ming, Zhou Hezhi sends his adopted son
to seek military reinforcements. (Riben gishi ji H A Z EliEC)

1647 (Shoho 4), July: Surviving official of the Ming, Feng Jingdi /&5 [d. 1654] and
others come to Nagasaki to seek reinforcements. (Haiwai tongku ji)

1649 (Keian 2), August: Fuzhou vessel shipwrecked at Yamakawazu [L1)I17, Satsuma.
(Kanmei nikki EHH HZ0)

1649 (Keian 2), November: Surviving official of the Ming, Feng Jingdi and others come
to Nagasaki to seek reinforcements. (Haidong yishi G5 i% 5)

1649 (Keian 2), December: The Prince of Lu & T [Zhu Yihai Z&LLUE, 1618-1662] of the
Ming sends a mission [to Japan] seeking military reinforcements. (Riben gishi ji)

1654 (Jo60 3), August: Chan master Yinyuan [Z7T, [J. Ingen, 1592-1673] arrives in Japan.
(Yinyuan Chanshi nianpu [E T EETFEE)

1660 (Manji 3), August: Ming military official Zhang Guangqi 5&¢EX comes to Japan to
hire troops. (Haishang jianwen lu }& _F 7 [E$%)

1674 (Enpd 2), July: A Qing vessel repatriates Japanese fishermen shipwrecked in
Taiwan 2. (Ka-i hentai)

1681 (Tenna 1), October: A Nanjing vessel is shipwrecked at Noma £7[i], Satsuma. (Ka-i
hentai)

1685 (Jokyo 2), August: Thirteen official vessels from Xiamen [E[', Fuzhou, arrive in
Japan. (Ka-i hentai)

1686 (Jokyo 3), August: A man from Shaoxing 42H#, planning for the revival of the
Ming dynasty, comes to Japan with a request for military reinforcements. (Zhang Fei
bitan FRIALFEE)

1686 (Jokyd 3), November: One Chinese vessel comes ashore at Amakusa K I,
(Kanroso H &)

1688 (Genroku 1), July: A Guangdong vessel arrives to repatriate castaways from
Satsuma. (Ka-i hentai)

1689 (Genroku 2, August: Chinese vessel comes ashore at Hyiiga H [A]. (Kanroso)

1692 (Genroku 5), April: A Fuzhou vessel arrives to repatriate castaways from Satsuma.
(Ka-i hentai)

1693 (Genroku 6), September: A Chinese vessel arrives to repatriate castaways from
Sanuki 7B, (Ka-i hentai)

1694 (Genroku 7), September: A Chinese vessel outfitted in Siam arrives to repatriate
castaways from Nagato. (Ka-i hentai)

1695 (Genroku 8), October: Fuzhou vessel drifts ashore at Erabujima 7K E 5 &5, Satsuma.
(Ka-i hentai)

1698 (Genroku 11), February: A Ningbo vessel is shipwrecked at Goto, Hizen. (Ka-i
hentai)

1707 (Hoei 4), July: Guangdong vessel arrives to repatriate castaways from Mutsu [E5L,
(Ka-i hentai)

72



Sino-Japanese Studies http://chinajapan.org/articles/20/4

1713 (Shotoku 3), June: Guangdong vessel arrives to repatriate castaways from Chikugo
Hit% . (Wa-Kan ibun F1JEZ73C; Nagasaki shi)

1713 (Shotoku 3), September: Guangdong vessel arrives to repatriate castaways from
Mutsu. (Nagasaki shi)

1717 (Kyoho 2), May: Fourteen Chinese vessels drift at sea by Buzen &'Fij. (Yanagimiya
hikan W= F55; Tosen oiharai ki FEfEHEED)

1718 (Kyohdo 3), April: Chinese vessel drifting at sea by Chikuzen and Buzen.
(Yanagimiya hikan; Tosen oiharai ki)

1720 (Kyoho 5), July: Chinese vessel drifting at sea by Chikuzen and Buzen. (Kyoho
nenroku ZARFGE)

1726 (Kyoho 11), July: Nanjing vessel drifts ashore at Amakusa. (Wa-Kan ibun)

1726 (Kyoho 11), September: Chinese vessel drifts ashore at Susaura ZE{%4JH, Nagato.
(Kyoho nenroku; Nagasaki shi)

1726 (Kyoho 11), November: Doctor Zhao Songyang arrives in Japan. (Nagasaki kiji
I 5055 Nagasaki jitsuroku taisei)

1727 (Kyoho 12), August: Chinese equestrians Chen Cairuo [i£%5, Shen Dacheng, and
others arrive in Japan. (Nagasaki jitsuroku taisei)

1732 (Kyoho 17), December: Chinese vessel drifts ashore at an island in the sea near
Hizen. (Hyoryii kibun 735 50 R)

1742 (Kanpo 2), June: Chinese vessel drifts ashore at the Zhoushan Archipelago,
repatriating castaways from Satsuma. (Hyoryi kibun)

1752 (Horeki 2), February: Chinese vessel repatriates Mutsu castaways who came ashore
at Fujian {8%E. (Nagasaki shi)

1754 (Horeki 4), January: Nanjing vessel hit by inclement winds drifts ashore at
Hachijojima /\ L& (Junkai roku 3758%)

1754 (Horeki 4), February: Qing vessel repatriates Mutsu castaways who came ashore at
the Zhoushan Archipelago. (Meifuku ki K{§30)

1754 (Horeki 4), September: Guangdong vessel repatriates castaways from Soma FH 5,
Mutsu. (Nagasaki shi)

1759 (Horeki 9), April: Chinese vessel repatriates men from Shima /& who had drifted
ashore in Taiwan 2. (Taiwan hyoryi ki Z7&E 5 E0)

1762 (Horeki 12), September: Shanghai vessel repatriates castaways from Mutsu.
(Hakuseki sosho [ A58 ; Omin Todo hyoryi ki PR 255 E0)

1767 (Meiwa 4), January: Beijing vessel drifts ashore at the Koshikijima %5 islands,
Satsuma. (Nagasaki shi)

1775 (An’ei 4), June: Chinese vessel repatriates men from Mutsu who drifted ashore at
Quanzhou R . (Meifuku ki)

1776 (An’ei 5), July: Chinese vessel repatriates castaways from Mutsu. (Nagasaki shi
zokuhen FRE4ELR)

1781 (Tenmei 1), December: Chinese vessel drifts ashore on the Satsuma peninsula.
(Nagasaki shi zokuhen)

1790 (Kansei 2), July: Chinese vessel repatriates castaways from Mutsu, Ugo H>], and

Echigo #1%. (Kinbun githitsu 7 H5E)
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1799 (Kansei 11), January: Guangdong vessel repatriates castaways from Mutsu and Ugo.
(Nagasaki shi zokuhen)
1816 (Bunka 13), October: Guangdong vessel repatriates Satsuma castaways. (Ritsuen

mansha SEF27))
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